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well for your work with people from all
over the world.

While I could stand here and speak
for a long time in your behalf, it is not
necessary today because you are clear-
ly going to be confirmed and your
name is going to be sent to the Presi-
dent as the next Ambassador to the
United Nations. But I believe I will
close with just a couple of words in
Spanish. Buena suerte, BILL. That’s the
simplest way of saying good luck and
good fortune in Spanish. I have been
privileged to work with you. I hope you
will continue to work with those of us
in the U.S. Senate and House who are
interested in the United Nations suc-
ceeding. We think you have a big mis-
sion. We hope you can establish some
inroads, in terms of the United Nations
being a more effective and efficient
body, so that the United States can
truly continue to support its efforts
and your efforts in behalf of our coun-
try.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I yield
the remainder of my time. I suggest we
g0 to a vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
having been yielded back, the question
is, Will the Senate advise and consent
to the nomination of BILL. RICHARDSON,
of New Mexico, to be U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations? The yeas and
nays have been ordered. The clerk will
call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 100,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 9 Ex.]

YEAS—100

Abraham Feingold Lugar
Akaka Feinstein Mack
Allard Ford McCain
Ashcroft Frist McConnell
Baucus Glenn Mikulski
E‘;él;ftt gg;i‘;r;n Moseley-Braun
penan Gaem o owsk
Boxer Grassley 11\\1/111(1:1]{141 3;
Breaux Gregg
Brownback Hagel Re?d
Bryan Harkin Reid
Bumpers Hatch Robb
Burns Helms Roberts
Byrd Hollings Rockefeller
Campbell Hutchinson Roth
Chafee Hutchison Santorum
Cleland Inhofe Sarbanes
Coats Inouye Sessions
Cochran Jeffords Shelby
Collins Johnson Smith, Bob
Conrad Kempthorne Smith, Gordon
Coverdell Kennedy Snowe
Craig Kerrey Specter
D’Amato Kerry
Daschle Kohl Dhevens
DeWine Kyl

. Thompson
Dodd Landrieu Thurmond
Domenici Lautenberg X X
Dorgan Leahy Torricelli
Durbin Levin Warner
Enzi Lieberman Wellstone
Faircloth Lott Wyden

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the President will be noti-
fied of the action of the Senate.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to the consideration of legislative
business.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. I ask unanimous
consent I be allowed to speak for 5 min-
utes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

AMERICAN AIRLINES STRIKE

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
am going to submit a resolution this
afternoon and ask it be considered. It
has not yet been cleared. I hope it will
be cleared so we will be able to vote on
this resolution on Thursday if we do
not have a settlement of the American
Airlines strike.

Mr. President, I am submitting this
resolution on behalf of myself, and
Senator GRAMM. Perhaps others will
want to come forward as well.

But, Mr. President, we have a very
serious economic crisis pending Friday
about midnight. If we do not have some
agreement by the two parties, Amer-
ican Airlines and its pilots union, we
could hold up about one-fourth of the
traveling public at the beginning of a
holiday weekend. We could cause 75,000
other employees of American Airlines
all over our country to be laid off with-
out pay. We are causing, if that hap-
pens, other employees of rental car
companies—people who sell food to air-
ports and to airlines—all of these peo-
ple who have livelihoods, who have
families, to possibly be totally de-
prived of their ability——

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate is not in order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, we
are talking about the livelihoods of
hundreds of thousands of Americans,
and we are talking about even inter-
national travel and commerce and
goods that are going into international
commerce.

Mr. President, the effects of this
strike are going to be so far reaching
that it will have an economic impact
on this country that will be quite se-
vere.

The pilots union is meeting with the
company as we speak. The deadline be-
fore a strike is midnight this Friday.
We have the opportunity with the reso-
lution that I am introducing to have a
sense of the Senate that the President
would use all of his persuasive powers
to get these parties to sit down, and

S1219

that the President would be able to use
his powers to appoint an emergency
board which would automatically keep
the contract in place for 30 days and
then provide for another 30-day cool-
ing-off period. This will give 60 days to
these people to be able to work out
their differences.

I think that the pilots union and the
airline company, American Airlines,
are certainly big enough people to be
able to work out their differences and
not cause the disruption of so many
lives in our country and the economies
of so many States in our country.

So I am asking that the Senate vote
on this on Thursday, if nothing has
happened in between. I hope the Presi-
dent will use all of his persuasive pow-
ers between now and Thursday to make
sure that everything is being done to
settle this strike. But if nothing has
happened by Thursday, we want the
President to use the powers that Con-
gress has given him to call an emer-
gency board together to give a 60-day
cooling-off period so that the negotia-
tions can continue.

This is something that Congress and
the President have worked out in the
past. This is the process, Mr. President.
Let us step up to the line, and we hope-
fully will be able to work with the
President to make sure that he has all
of the tools necessary to do what is
necessary to save this country from a
real economic hit that could come
within the next 3 or 4 days.

We can do something about it. The
President can do something about it.
And we are going to ask him to do that
in this resolution.

As I said, I am going to submit this
later. I am going to ask for unanimous
consent to be able to vote on this on
Thursday. I hope it is a moot point by
that time. It is very important that
the President address right away this
impending crisis that can affect the
lives of so many people and the fami-
lies of so many people in this country
and the economies of so many States in
this country. The ripple effect is dev-
astating. We can do something about
it.

I hope that the President will use the
powers that he has for that very pur-
pose.

Thank you, Mr. President, and I yield
the floor.

Mr. MURKOWSKI
Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.

addressed the

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT
TO THE CONSTITUTION

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the joint resolution.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
counted it up the other day. This is my
17th year of having the honor to rep-
resent my State of Alaska in this body.
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